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2006 Year in Review

TIA-CO is very proud of our 2006 activities and programs. We’ve been involved in critical issues, presented meaningful and interesting events, and strengthened our organization.  Here’s a quick review of the year…
Building our Strength and Effectiveness: Organizational Activities

· We contracted with two wonderful professionals: Jeremy Shaver as our Campaign Coordinator, who worked with 250 faith communities to gain support for the domestic partnerships amendment; and Rev. Felicia George as our Outreach Coordinator, who helped us take TIA-CO's message to new and diverse communities of faith.  
· We received grants from The Denver Foundation, Jefferson Unitarian Endowment and Trust, Kenneth King Foundation, Theodore and Chandos Rice Charitable Foundation, Wolcott Family Foundation, the Gay and Lesbian Fund for Colorado and The National Interfaith Alliance.

· In November, we accepted the offer of a long-time board member, Rev. Patrick Hurley, to serve as part-time volunteer Executive Director.

· We held two mini-retreats for our board, commissions, and staff:  One on our Strategic Plan; the other, a training workshop with Thaler Pekar on “Messaging and Communications”.

· Our website (www.interfaithallianceco.org) was reorganized and redesigned to make it more appealing and accessible. In addition, our newsletter, brochure and stationery were updated for a more professional look.

· Our Directors traveled to the National Leadership Gathering, where TIA-CO received the Bishop Murphy Local Activism Award.

Helping Shape Colorado’s Future: Public Policy Work

· TIA-CO worked to encourage positive participation in the 2006 elections in many ways:

· Our Code of Civility, which promotes fair, open, honest and issue-oriented debate among candidates, was sent to all candidates running for office in Colorado. Sixty-one candidates signed the Code and received framed copies of their signed pledge.

· Copies of “One Nation, Many Faiths. Vote 2006, Guide for Houses of Worship” and other election related materials were widely distributed to faith communities across the state.

· All Colorado candidates running for office were sent “One Nation, Many Faiths. Vote 2006, Running for Office in a Multi-Faith Nation.”

· Our Campaign Coordinator, Jeremy Shaver, assisted 12 progressive organizations in get-out-the-vote activities.

· We passed several resolutions to make our positions and values public, including:

· Support of a bill on comprehensive immigration reform

· Endorsement of the Domestic Partnership Referendum

· Opposition to the initiated Colorado Marriage Amendment, which defined marriage in the constitution

· Endorsement of the Minimum Wage Amendment to increase the minimum wage

· Revision of our Anti-Discrimination Policy to include marital status.

·  Adoption of a statement concerning the violence in Lebanon and Israel 
· Our Public Policy Commission held four forums, each attracting 60 to 100 people:
· “Colorado’s Budget – An Investment in the Common Good”

· “Was America Founded as a Christian Nation? along with “Is Intelligent Design Science?”

· “Publicly-Financed Elections”
· “Marriage and Equality in Colorado”
· Campaign Coordinator Jeremy Shaver worked with Coloradans for Fairness to support Referendum I (Domestic Partnerships) and to oppose Amendment 43 (defining marriage in the constitution). He secured the support of the Colorado Council of Churches for Ref. I, and spoke to numerous faith communities about these issues. He organized and/or spoke at multiple press conferences and rallies.

· TIA-CO co-sponsored a ballot issues forum with the League of Women Voters and the Colorado Social Legislation Committee.

· We collected signatures and distributed materials for the “First Freedom First” campaign, intended to safeguard separation of church and state and protect religious liberty (see www.firstfreedomfirst.org for more information.

· Along with a coalition of partners, we began work on an educational campaign aimed at bringing publicly-financed elections to Colorado. Visit www.cleancampaignscolorado.com for more information.
Sharing our Vision: Outreach and Events

· TIA-CO’s “Sacred Celebration: Annual Interfaith Music Festival” was again a hugely popular and meaningful event, with over 500 people in attendance.

· Our annual meeting featured a talk by Imam Mahdi Bray from Washington, D.C., “Finding our Voice within our Faith.”

· TIA-CO members presented “Faith and Politics” to the League of Women Voters.

· Board member Ibrahim Kazerooni served on a panel discussing the Middle East crisis at the University of Denver.

· Board member Bill Kirton organized a panel on Gratitude at the Denver Press Club, in collaboration with a new interfaith organization, Friends of Faith.

· President Maureen McCormack served as a panelist at Public Policy Day of Colorado AAUW discussing “How to do Faith-Based Advocacy without Imposing Faith.”

· TIA-CO co-sponsored the Freedom of Expression Weekend held in October at Cameron Church.

· President Maureen McCormack and Rev. Kirton participated in a panel discussion titled “Why can’t we Talk about Religion and Politics?”, sponsored by the Colorado Democratic Party. Rev. Felicia George led a break-out session about “Faith and Choice.”

· TIA-CO conducted monthly Meet-Up meetings in two different locations.

· Many of our members participated in the Multicultural Mosaic Foundation Dinner and Interfaith Dialogue in October. Nelson Bock, Public Policy Commission Chair, was a major speaker.

· Rev. George began work with Calvary Baptist Church to present “How do we live together in Colorado?” – a class on understanding Muslims, to be followed by a dialog with Christians, Muslims and Jews.

· Rev. George conducted outreach presentations for several faith communities.

· TIA-CO selected three high school students to attend the Leadership Education Advancing Democracy and Diversity (LEADD) Camp pilot program.

· We began planning the 2007 National Leadership Gathering, which will be held here in Colorado May 3-6, 2007.
TIA-CO in the News

· Our press coverage in 2006 centered largely on our election activities. Jeremy Shaver led our communications efforts in this area, which included the following media mentions:
· An hour-long debate on KBDI Channel 12, sponsored by KBDI, KCNC Channel 4, and the Rocky Mountain News.

· A press release regarding religious leaders’ opposition to Amendment 43 was picked up by the Associated Press on Nov. 1.

· Interview along with a representative of Focus on the Family Action by MSNBC TV on Nov. 4.

· Interview by The Nation magazine on Nov. 6.

· KCNC Channel 4 interview during its 10 p.m. newscast on election night.

· Debate on KGNU Public Radio Oct. 13.

· A Letter to the Editor, “Goodwill to Immigrants,” signed by 12 church officials represented by the Colorado Council of Churches and TIA-CO, was printed in The Denver Post July 8.

· “Three Religious Groups Back Gay Rights,” Rocky Mountain News, Sept. 15, 2006.

· “Clergy Rally for Gay Rights,” The Denver Post, Sept. 15, 2006

· TIA-CO President Maureen McCormack was interviewed Jan. 19 by KGNU Public Radio regarding “Faith and Political Activism” and TIA-CO’s work.

· McCormack and Keith Arnold, Artistic Director, were interviewed by KGNU Public Radio about the Interfaith Music Festival and TIA-CO.

Many thanks to the TIA-CO members and supporters who made all of these activities possible.  Let’s continue our good work in 2007!
