Colorado Council of Churches announces support of Referendum I
The Colorado Council of Churches has joined The Interfaith Alliance of Colorado in supporting Referendum I, which would provide basic legal rights to thousands of committed couples who are currently denied protection under the law.
Referendum I, if approved by voters, would create domestic partnerships in Colorado. Domestic partnerships are not the same as marriage. A domestic partnership is a registered legal contract between a same-gender couple that would provide many – but not all – of the protections and benefits the state now provides to married couples. These benefits include rights to hospital visitation, health care and pension benefits, and property and inheritance rights.
One of the state’s largest coalitions of Christian churches, the Colorado Council consists of twelve member denominations. If even one member denomination declined to support the Referendum, the Council could not endorse it.

“The Council has a history of supporting civil rights of all humans, all of whom we consider to be children of God,” said Council Executive Rev. Dr. Jim Ryan. “Because of that historical stance, the Council has decided to support Referendum I.”

The Interfaith Alliance of Colorado’s Board of Directors voted unanimously earlier this year to support Referendum I and to oppose the Colorado Marriage Amendment, which would amend the state constitution to define marriage as only the union of one man and one woman. State law already defines marriage in this way.

Jeremy Shaver, The Interfaith Alliance of Colorado’s campaign coordinator, has identified three ways faith leaders and religious communities can support Referendum I:

1. Sign the resolution in support of Referendum I. The resolution can be downloaded from TIA-CO’s website by clicking on the Referendum I tab located on the home page.

2. Help identify those interested in volunteering with the campaign. Volunteers are needed to help make telephone calls and assist with basic office duties. Those interested may contact Jeremy.
3. Attend a speakers’ bureau training at 10:30 a.m. Thursday, August 31 at Washington Park United Church of Christ, 400 S. Williams St. Sean Duffy, Executive Director of Coloradans for Fairness, will speak on how faith communities can spread the message about Referendum I.
Jeremy can be reached at 720-259-2360 or jshaver@co-fairequal.org. More resources are available at www.interfaithallianceco.org and www.fairequal.org.
