To: The Interfaith Alliance of Colorado and The Colorado Council of Churches

From: Rev. Gil Caldwell

 

As a former member respectively, of the Boards of the Interfaith Alliance of Colorado and The Colorado Council of Churches, I rejoice in their decisions to support basic legal rights for committed couples as proposed in Referendum I. My hope is that the voters of Colorado regardless of their faith or no faith perspectives, will give serious attention to the rationale for the supportive actions of both the Alliance and The Council.

 

We are living in a time when the perspectives of one segment of the Faith community have given some the idea that they speak for persons of ALL faith perspectives. Of course this is not true! While we acknowledge that the freedom of religion and freedom of speech commitments of our nation give opportunity for free expression from all segments of the nation's faith communities, no one segment of the Religious community should be presumed to be speaking for all. 

 

During these moments in history, there are some who believe that a retreat to the "denial culture of the past" when some legal rights were denied some persons because of their gender and/or race, is appropriate to be applied to same-gender couples in the 21st century! How can any of us in good conscience and with logic, while our nation is seeking to teach and preach democracy throughout the world, believe that a denial by the citizens of Colorado of legal rights for same gender couples represents the best of our democratic tradition?

 

The little boy in the popular commercial of some time ago said to the professional football player who wanted his soft drink; "Don't even think about it!"  I hope the voters of Colorado will not even think about denying legal rights to some of their fellow citizens.

 

Rev. Gil Caldwell

Camden, NJ

(Former Senior Minister of Park Hill United Methodist Church, Denver, CO)

